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argument may be extracted from a lecture on
Jaures which was delivered by Leon Blum at the
Theatre des Ambassadeurs, in Paris, on February
16, 1933, when the disciple declared his master to
have been an orator superior to Vergniaud and
equal to Bossuet and Mirabeau ; as well as a poet
of Biblical imagery.1 Universal suffrage being
granted, Herr maintained, Socialism is a necessary
consequence, for a citizen cannot be free and equal
politically unless he is free and equal economically,
Laveleye had pointed out the absurdity of a regime
under which the proletariat is electorally sovereign
and socially miserable. Whatever the merits of
this syllogism, of which one is persuaded that Leon
Blum the critic or attorney would have made short
shrift, the circumstances of Jaures* conversion had
a far-reaching effect upon the growth and particu-
larly the character of proletarianism in twentieth-
century France ; it determined that the policy of
the Blum Ministry would be constitutional rather
than revolutionary. Herr's philosophy, imparted
to Jaures and bequeathed to Leon Blum, was based
on the principle that in a democracy like France it
is possible for Socialism to attain its utmost ends,
without violence, bloodlessly and lawfully, by
means of the ballot. The debate between Herr and
Jaures moreover led to the first meeting, in 1896, at
the instance of Herr, between L<5on Blum and the

1 One of his celebrated tropes was flung off in the heat of
debate. Reproached with inconsistency, Jauris thundered :
'* It is in descending to the sea that a river remains true to its
source ! "